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PRSYfl& ENBCTE
SundaY morning at 9:00 a m

is a very imPortant time at Thorn

Creek Church! AnYone in the

congregation is welcome to
meet for Pre-worshiP PraYer.
None have to feel theY must
participate audiblY but Your
presence there lifts those who

come and we feel Your heart's
desires. PraYers are said for the
Word/the Message/our Pastor/
to meet the needs of God's
people in the worshiP service
and beyond. God is honored in
our prayers, Praises, tithes and

offerings. We have the freedom
to do so, let's claim this time
while we have it!

We meet brieflY in the SundaY
School room in the west hallwaY

of the church at 9:00a.m. Be

inientional come andjoin us at
9:00a.m. - this is a great

opportunity!'Psalm 
B4:3 "GlorifY the Lord

with me, let us exalt his name

together."

Cfl.tEBRdhTIONI
.fr surrom-ns $.b

Who is ready to sing Praises to
our Lord? Please join us on
Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00Pm.
We sing in our services 2-3
times per month and we need
you! There will be a nursery on
Wednesday nights so take
advantage of it and join the
Celebration Singersl God loves
it when His people sing!

LIB.RARV
NE.WS

The Library's 2016 Summer
Reading Contest ended August
14. Fourleen readers entered
the contest with ten of them
winning by reading the required
number of pages. The total
number of Pages read was
46,412. Thanks to all who
participated! Congratulations to
the winners:

Lorna Bischof
JoY Blocker

Renee DYkstra
Wayne Ebbens
Carlee Faber

Jodi Huizenga
Brenda KallemeYn

Linda Miedema
Thea Stienstra

Sandy Wagenaar
Your church library

encourages everyone at Thorn
Creek Church to read Check
your SundaY bulletin each week
for new additions to the library
she/ves. Also check out the
library's collection of
DVDs. The library has
something for You!
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our bells and ring awaY! We're
hoping our Past members will be

available again for this season.
Anyone interested in joining us?

We practice on WednesdaY
nights 5:30-6:30Pm the same
night as GEMS/Cadets. HoPe to

see you there!
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The Rev. Melvin De Vries '53

He has overcorre esophage: caircer
by Co . . r'.,rd r".r ': - n'6.t P3 i e

of attitLrdes) and tv rett asked ho,,v to
c ose d s€r.rTlo r he w Isa-Y '.ltrst say

A m en.'
Tlte ternr 'lhey dort t nrake therr

llke they Lrsed to'is about the best
rvay to summarize my qood [riend

into bankrr-rptcy. Keep

ln nrlnd that Mel went

i: ::li;1';.!.?" I
.,^. ..n ,,h6'rtrr I: i'' '_. '- --" I(ull9regnlU1l\,vd5 

I

i, [":: i];iii;:lj., I

iji:ii":";;::n I

i:::{u:,i.*" I
I'lel has never met a

goinq to do, r,ve re going to l.rave

fun,' and "if it s to be, it's rrp to nre
L]e r- Lr r^'11t".-' o,JIAJ)tc
thJt lrave a celebrated nrore thatr

50 r' , ', o -r " .-r .. -lc a< r'ti .ci

at least four ti0res and up unl a

felv years ago, he pastored the only

Refolred congregatiot.r to ever go

donut or cookie he cl d

not ke, es pecia lly when
rt rs enjoyed rn the
iv nll roon.r of a parlshioner or around

the tables in the fellor,vship h.-r Lrrith

the 'Weed & Feed" crew at church.

lrrrS E-,1!at

Can yori inragine be nq paid in

por try? Can l,rou lrraqine h tch hil<irrgl

to co lege r,rillh L lohn lessel nk? Hor,v

about bLrrylng tu/o !"/rves over the sp.rrr

ol a haif century? Or burying a brother
v,iho dlecl n a iarming ac(ldent and a

Dad vrho clro,,vnecl in the pond on the

farm? Can you fathon.r r,vhat it worrlcl

be like to take a pay cut \,vith eveiy
sir g ie call n nrinistry?

ira. . a,it,'( raJ 1 ...
but th s \,vas a I reality for Rev. [,1e] De

Vries. Me gradr-rated from Western
Theoloq ca Seminary in 1953. He lvas

a church p anter before beinq a church

p anter was the cool th nq to do. The

Rer,,. Haro d Korver once called h n'r

a "cock eyed optimrst " He s known

lor his sayinqs like, "whatever r,ve're

:l,jj"i,- i.i-!.r..:r--'- .,: ., ;a*- ,-.:. t'.
l lri-:l I : i.r " ;:= r- a.:,- -. '..'. .- )

a.r:_,j,i-_ ; -t: i,r':':-:.r :. ici:_ *r .-il -

and co eague in ministry. I first met

Ve I f.Ape aO.e ogct6rlt"drrl ^

Hol and, MI when I,,vas a 24-yeat'
old senlor at Wesrern Theologicai
Seminary. Mel was the ca irrg pastor

at the F rst Rel'ormed Chtirch irr

South Hol ancl, IL. The t,erinkle in his

eye and the cackle of his iaugh r,'rere

inf:ct ous frorn the r.-toment I met
him lle is lhe klnd of genu ne harcl

',,iork nq fa thfrl pastor whonr every
WTS !l!'aduate should aspire to be.

In fact, in a ol of r,nrays, I was only
ca lecl to that congrellation because

of lle . He s the one \vho stood up

in front of the con:rstory durinq a

time of great change and Joss and

s(.r . ,ei:. ,la ero.6 :lo
bu ding do ncihing and d ie, or start
chan q inq." Thankfr!y, they decided
to start chanll ng He ',^,as r.ry biggest
supporter, r,^/ a rm est encolrager and

clai y chaperone in his bigl black Bulck,

pa.r-g r:^e..". i Il '(o t eqr 01

for me to leacl and pastot-.

in 1974.Preaching



No otre shou d be slrPrised bY arrY

of this about Mel He is the 9l Year

old r,,iho lras fe,,v plctr:res rr lris home

coll.rore]ttoratlrrg tire past be.atise t lal
is nol where he Lives He lves rr tlre

p eser]1, pressilrq lorr,'ra tl lo i re fu itl e

\ivhy e se,,,ioLtld he qo door todoo ln

tl.re early 1990s, ir-rviting ne ghbo's to

clrrrch arrd, in so doing' cl scip e the

lirst Afric.rn-Anre-can to join Thotrr

Creek R-'forrned Church at a t me uihen

'n ..r.:,' ^of t' o'
SoLrlh Hol arrcl? lVhy else n tlre 60s

c. .a ,,..i / l oi'ti-l O

in Bisrn.:.<, North Dakota, to p ant 3

chur.h ln the Seattle area a1l be.atlse

t -,' , 'l ho.- l- 1,r' '"\76 'l
F,:lr-in 1962 arrd it vio-ll.l be a gre.rt

opporturr ty for' evangelisnr? Th s ls

lust the klnd of pastor [/el DeVr es s

ancl always has been To th s claY he

contlnLres to host b ock part es for

hrs ne qhbcrs on Parksi.le A,;enue rn

: . ^6: ',O,,O 'L O

ivlel ha5 a,,!ays ha.i 3 he3ii i.r-lhe
nrarg 1d lz..l. long befoi-e ciir;:rs 17

i.., ,. glo' , -.
siaieaaent, il:L souqhi',taY; for tire

Ch..rr.h t. loo< more Like heaver. He

oflae r/a; tc cl 'You clcil t 
"n/lnt 

to

go to that churlh- t s v'/hete a i lhc

clrvo.cecl p3.p e go' llel respcndecl

by' saying '\ ,/el , that s exactlY ',vhere

I\,!anl to qo. They need the GosPe l'
1n Sli-.:sburq Sotrth Dal(ota he r,';o.Llci

p[each a Stl!-rday nor-trirrg se.tllct-r

le.rd Sr.lnc1:,1' Scirool :lrd tlren d-ve

acioi; tlre ri',.r tJ le.r'al Bil--' e cL:sses

for Nlil,,'e Atreticans and others rvlro

rOrt O. r.-:r(10 -r-1. '

church, tlrerr go bacl( tLr preach at

Ir glrt, ancl tlrerr e.rd the yoLllh groLrp

He closes rnost fulre.als by telling

tire story abortl the he.rclstorre on his

first r,v fe Nlar.cia s g'a,re. I'il do nry

besl to re-tel lhe story. He al\,'rays

gets a lttle enrotiona at the part

when he say-s 'ln a lttLe cemet:rY

_0 rY:a( a, O- \! rre 'oO l"'- s I

heaLlstone that reads,'Lord s mY

Shepherd Th at's enouqh.'And Ya

l<nor,v t,ilrat, He is lhe Lord has been

: .. t'r ''i ood r1.l fll i,
brother for all these Ye:rs. He nraY

not h ave \,vritte n

books, and Lhere rr.ry

not be acldiitonal
deg rees and letters
before or after hls

name, but ui hal
ma kes Me DeVrles

a d stinquishec1

a lLrm n has noth lng

to do r,vith books or
degre-.s. Whet rna kes

him clisting riishecl ar:
a lthe sa nts he nas

bu rled, aLl the ba b ie;
he has bapt zeC, a

the co n !lreq at orrs he

has p anted all the

ner,'l membeT c a;ses

he ha; led, all tl'e beCsi.ies v,'here he

has prayecl. and a the inclli'dla : h:
has ecl t:o Chr st l,le s c1 sl nqL:ished

becairse he i: a Pasl:or in the l.Lre:t

sense The k ncl cf Pastor I asp r? lo

be 
= 

,'et 1 claY

b7 ih,. R,.,r Dr llatt t\i3tei!ic:-"
St Pdslar
F.i;t Peforr e:1 Ch'-,rci'
\:ttth Hollonrl. ii

Mel baptizing his granddaughter.

Mel and Marcia in
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1957 .

High school, 1941.

Bismarck, ND.


