
No otre shou d be slrPrised bY arrY

of this about Mel He is the 9l Year

old r,,iho lras fe,,v plctr:res rr lris home

coll.rore]ttoratlrrg tire past be.atise t lal
is nol where he Lives He lves rr tlre

p eser]1, pressilrq lorr,'ra tl lo i re fu itl e

\ivhy e se,,,ioLtld he qo door todoo ln

tl.re early 1990s, ir-rviting ne ghbo's to

clrrrch arrd, in so doing' cl scip e the

lirst Afric.rn-Anre-can to join Thotrr

Creek R-'forrned Church at a t me uihen

'n ..r.:,' ^of t' o'
SoLrlh Hol arrcl? lVhy else n tlre 60s

c. .a ,,..i / l oi'ti-l O

in Bisrn.:.<, North Dakota, to p ant 3

chur.h ln the Seattle area a1l be.atlse

t -,' , 'l ho.- l- 1,r' '"\76 'l
F,:lr-in 1962 arrd it vio-ll.l be a gre.rt

opporturr ty for' evangelisnr? Th s ls

lust the klnd of pastor [/el DeVr es s

ancl always has been To th s claY he

contlnLres to host b ock part es for

hrs ne qhbcrs on Parksi.le A,;enue rn

: . ^6: ',O,,O 'L O

ivlel ha5 a,,!ays ha.i 3 he3ii i.r-lhe
nrarg 1d lz..l. long befoi-e ciir;:rs 17

i.., ,. glo' , -.
siaieaaent, il:L souqhi',taY; for tire

Ch..rr.h t. loo< more Like heaver. He

oflae r/a; tc cl 'You clcil t 
"n/lnt 

to

go to that churlh- t s v'/hete a i lhc

clrvo.cecl p3.p e go' llel respcndecl

by' saying '\ ,/el , that s exactlY ',vhere

I\,!anl to qo. They need the GosPe l'
1n Sli-.:sburq Sotrth Dal(ota he r,';o.Llci

p[each a Stl!-rday nor-trirrg se.tllct-r

le.rd Sr.lnc1:,1' Scirool :lrd tlren d-ve

acioi; tlre ri',.r tJ le.r'al Bil--' e cL:sses

for Nlil,,'e Atreticans and others rvlro

rOrt O. r.-:r(10 -r-1. '

church, tlrerr go bacl( tLr preach at

Ir glrt, ancl tlrerr e.rd the yoLllh groLrp

He closes rnost fulre.als by telling

tire story abortl the he.rclstorre on his

first r,v fe Nlar.cia s g'a,re. I'il do nry

besl to re-tel lhe story. He al\,'rays

gets a lttle enrotiona at the part

when he say-s 'ln a lttLe cemet:rY

_0 rY:a( a, O- \! rre 'oO l"'- s I

heaLlstone that reads,'Lord s mY

Shepherd Th at's enouqh.'And Ya

l<nor,v t,ilrat, He is lhe Lord has been

: .. t'r ''i ood r1.l fll i,
brother for all these Ye:rs. He nraY

not h ave \,vritte n

books, and Lhere rr.ry

not be acldiitonal
deg rees and letters
before or after hls

name, but ui hal
ma kes Me DeVrles

a d stinquishec1

a lLrm n has noth lng

to do r,vith books or
degre-.s. Whet rna kes

him clisting riishecl ar:
a lthe sa nts he nas

bu rled, aLl the ba b ie;
he has bapt zeC, a

the co n !lreq at orrs he

has p anted all the

ner,'l membeT c a;ses

he ha; led, all tl'e beCsi.ies v,'here he

has prayecl. and a the inclli'dla : h:
has ecl t:o Chr st l,le s c1 sl nqL:ished

becairse he i: a Pasl:or in the l.Lre:t

sense The k ncl cf Pastor I asp r? lo

be 
= 

,'et 1 claY

b7 ih,. R,.,r Dr llatt t\i3tei!ic:-"
St Pdslar
F.i;t Peforr e:1 Ch'-,rci'
\:ttth Hollonrl. ii

Mel baptizing his granddaughter.

Mel and Marcia in

i
1

!
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1957 .

High school, 1941.

Bismarck, ND.



APPLf, PIE SALf,

{iIt :rnnr,rel i,poi+ Fte $;:ie ls I.:1r';ill,i-r'.1 fili Saturday, November Sth' -lhl; ftlndi-at:er i':r

ii:i:l$t,.l.i$ ne.:; bee;. a ir;iritti.:t-t irf,i"c fii -fhni'i-i Crt,lii f,:r" r.aily riear;. LaSt y'i-ri t', r ireil '4'3

,;i_.lilr-ti:,*rs JDI,:J ?2tl t-lias and rats:rj l'i ,,1j1 . Ti':ll /3iii liri li ii:ll oil)J nl;-l,l rrl,-l il lr'dll pies a"l j
\,i)lLl iaer. b,-ri r,,t,: iLra :l'r; 1.:liirr'1, t:r" ';:':,,11- Siu!,jge:if!rns ao to nrisSllns tnst VOt-l irvc,-:ld lii':e il
r:jl.tppr1. TVpic,aliy lie l,'; i'; :::lo;i:r'l i:-il;i'-'t:; f|i"elJ'l trl::'sl.tl altl r:l! iJ+a! mi-i3;o'1 t'l':t-tpl::'rt

C

Scott & Debbie Heersema
Sid & Pam Mauldin
Hank & Cheryl Lanting
Wayne & PeggY Vanderlee
Barry & Pam Voss
Ray & Lois Brown

September 3 Brown Lois
September 4 Ogunfemi, Saviq
September 4 Sterk, Carol
September 5 Bult, Andrew
September 5 Huizenga, Davld

September 5 Ramos, Naomi
September 5 Saenz, Andrew
September 9 Beezhold, LYdia

September 9 KaczmarczYk, Monica
September 14 Elgersma, HenrY

September '17 Archer, Megan
September 17 Bischof , Richard
September 17 Krzyston, J ack

br-il an,y' iclea:; lo,;c irltl bc \,\i lii:Or-nil,J !i t'.ir-l

D:bbr* Fieersema.

ita',,r.: qr.:estrcns i.rr su!sesttill.ts pie::l ,.:itr:r-i iire;-n tri

A-NNIV,E.RSARIES
September 2, 1983
September 2, 1972
September 7,1962
September 12 1959
September 12, 1998
September 28, 1947

BTRTH-DAYS
September '18 Swartwort, AndY
September 19 Ebbens, Warren
September 19 Stegenga, Candi
September 19 Verhagen, Carol
September 21 Zeilenga. ShirleY

September 22 Aring, Richard
September 22 De Vries, Kalee
September 23 Vander Steeg, Lester
September 24 Onyema, J osePhine
September 25 Hart, Cheryl
September 26 Weglarz, Mike
September 27 Heersema, Robert L.

September 29 Mauldln, Sidney
September 30 Wagenaar, Austin

NE.WS, RIVIfllV

Please turn in
all articles for
the October

issue on
September 18th

following the
mo rn ing
service

11:00a.m.


